.£467.17.10. 


NORTON-RADSTOCK  URBAN  DISTRICT  COOTCIL, 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

for  the  Year  ended  31st  Decemlier  1962. 

To  the  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the  Nor ton-Rads took  Urban  District  Council^ 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual-  Report  on  the  sanitary  conditions  and 
health  of  the  District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  I962, 

SECTION  A. 

(a)  Area  (in  acres)  . . . .  3,360. 

(b)  Population. . .  . .  12,850, 

(c)  Number  of  inhabitated  houses . .  . .  4, 313  = 

(d)  Rateable  Value  (’31st  December  I962) . . . £122,438, 

(e)  Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  on 

31st  December  I962 . .  . . 

(f)  Chief  Industriess- 

(1)  Coal  Mining, 

(2)  Agriculture. 

(3)  Paper  bag  making. 

(4)  Printing. 

(5)  Glove  making. 

(6)  Wagon  repairing. 

(7)  Timber  constructional  works. 

(8)  Boot  and  shoe  making, 

(9)  Engineering. 

Unempl  payment . 

The  figures  at  the  Midsomer  Norton  Labour  Exchange  for  those  unemployed  were 
on  the  average,  per  month,  as  follows; 


Males  -  73 


Females  -  27 


Vital  Statistics. 

Births . 

Live  births; 
Legitimate 
Illegitim.ate 


Males , 

111, 

4. 

115. 


Females , 

100. 

3. 

103. 


Total , 

211. 

7. 

218. 


Total 
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Stillbirths? 

Males.  Females. 

Total . 

Legitimate 

3.  2. 

5. 

Illegitimate 

0.  2. 

2. 

3.  4« 

7. 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated  population  was  , 

The  stillbirths  rate  per 

1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

was . . 

..  31.11. 

Deaths , 

Males .  Females .  Total . 

85.  68.  153. 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  . .  ...  11. 90. 

The  nuraher  of  deaths  from  causes  associated  with  childbirth 

or  abortion  was . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . .  0, 

The  death  rate  from  causes  associated  with  childbirth  or 

abortion  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  was .  0. 

Deaths  in  infants  under  1  year  of  ages 


Males . 

Females . 

Total 

Under  1  week 

2, 

2. 

4. 

Under  4  weeks 

2. 

2. 

4. 

Under  12  months  (legitimate) 

4. 

1. 

5. 

(illegitimate) 

0, 

1. 

1. 

4. 

2. 

6 . 

Causes  of  deaths  in  infants  under  1  year  of 

ages 

Males . 

Females. 

Total 

Congenital  Malformation 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Birth  injury  due  to  malpresentation 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Prematurity 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Accidental  Asphyxia 

1. 

0. 

1. 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

1. 

0, 

1. 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  ages 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  . . .  . .  27.52 


Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births . .  22.93 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  lllegitmate  live  births...  ...  ...  ...  142.85 
Infants  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  live  births..  ...  ...  ...  .  18.34 


Infants  under  1  week  per  1,000  live  births. . . .  18.34 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined  per  1,000 

total  live  and  stillbirths...  . . . . .  ...  48.88 
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Causea  of  death  weres- 


Males . 

Heart  Disease  (l)  Coronary  16 

(2)  Other  forms  6 

Hypertensive  Heart  Disease  2 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  8 

Vascular  lesion  of  the  Nervous  System  10 
Cancer  (l)  Stomach  0 

(2)  Lung  or  Bronchus  4 

(3)  Breast  0 

(4)  Other  Sites  9 

Pneumonia  5 

Bronchitis  1 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  11 
Tuberculosis  non-respiratory  1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  2 

Gastritis  of  Gastro  Enteritis  1 

Nephrities  or  Nephrosis  2 

Diabetes  0 

Leukaemia  1 

Congenital  Malformation  0 

Other  Ill-defined  Diseases  2 

Motor  Accidents  0 

All  other  Accidents  2 

Suicide  2 

85 


Females . 

13 

5 

3 

1 

15 

1 

2 

3 

7 
1 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
1 

8 
2 
0 
1 

68 


Total. 

29 

11 

5 
9 

25 

1 

6 
3 

16 

6 

3 

12 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

10 

2 

2 

3 

153 


SECTION  B. 

General  provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  areas 
1,  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authoritys 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time)  Dr.  A.  H,  Bulleid  M.R.C.S. ,L.R.C.P, 

(b)  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  &  Housing  Officer  R.  H-  Howard,  M.R.S.H. 

M.A.PoH.  I. 


(c)  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  R.  Wigglesworth,  M.A.P, H.I. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  ive.org/details/b29923025 
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2.  Auxiliary  Services g 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Provided  by  the  County  Health  Laboratory  in  Bath.  The  Director  readily 
advises  on  request. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  service  is  run  by  the  Health  Department  of  the  County  Council  at 
Taunton.  There  is  a  local  ambulance  station.  The  ambulances  are  radio 
controlled.  Requests  are  made  to  the  Central  office  at  Glastonbury.  The 
service  works  well.  A  car  service  is  also  provided  for  patients  attending 
hospital  if  such  transport  is  needed  on  medical  grounds. 

3.  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  Maternity  and  District  Nurses. 

The  nurses  in  this  area  provide  an  efficient  and  appreciated  service.  The 
,  staff  is  adequate  in  average  times,  so  that  reasonable  periods  of  off-duty  can 
be  arranged.  The  Midsoraer  Norton  nurses  are  still  housed  in  a  ”pre-fab".  It  is 
not  understood  why  this  state  of  affairs  is  allowed  to  continue. 

(b)  Home  Help  Services. 

This  valuable  service  continues.  In  addition  to  helping  the  aged  and 
infirm  it  sometimes  assists  houwewives  to  get  essential  rest.  Frequently, 
however,  this  latter  problem  remains  unsolved. 

(c)  Red  Cross  Depot. 

The  presence  of  trained  medical  personnel  within  the  community  is  a  great 
asset.  The  loan  department  is  also  a  useful  service. 

4.  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 


(a)  Tuberculosis . 


The  County  Chest  Physician  attends  the  Radstock  Clinic  and  also  attends 
chest  cases  weekly  at  Paulton  Hospital,  A  large  number  of  chest  cases  of  all 
types  have  received  beneficial  treatment  in  hospital. 

(b)  Venereal  Disease. 


Cases  are  infrequent  in  this  area.  Treatment  is  obtained  in  clinics  at 

the  Bath  and  Bristol  Hospitals.  There  is  a  risk  of  an  increased  spread  of 
disease  owing  to  the  present  laxity  in  moral  standards. 

(c)  Infant  and  Child  nolfaro  Clini-os. 

Good  work  is  done  at  well  attended  clinics.  If  the  health  services  were 
sensibly  organised  this  welfare  v;ork  would  be  part  of  the  general  practitioner 
service . 

(d)  Childrens  Ortkepaedic  Clinic. 

This  clinic  is  held  at  Radstock.  This  is  duplication  of  sergices,  as 
children  needing  orthopaedic  advice  are  generally  referred  to  consultants  at 
hospital . 

(e)  Maternity  Services. 

The  attention  given  by  the  nurses  to  mothers  in  their  homes  and  in  hospital 
by  the  staff  of  Paulton  Hospital  reaches  a  high  standard.  Separate  side  wards 
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for  ante-natal  and  post-natal  cases  requiring  isolation  are  still  required  at 
Paulton.  St.  IJartin's  Hospital,  Bath,  accepts  cases  if  there  is  no  room 
available  at  Paulton  Hospital,  and  difficult  cases  when  it  is  considered  a 
large  hospital  best  suits  their  need.  A  flying  squad  can  be  summoned  to 
emergencies  in  the  home.  Almost  all  the  local  doctors  see  their  maternity 
cases  with  the  district  nurses.  This  helps  all  concerned.  The  supply  of 
Midwives  continues  to  cause  anxiety. 

(f )  Dental  Treatment. 


The  state  of  dental  hygiene  throughout  the  community  is  slowly  improving 
but  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  Carelessness  is  chiefly  responsible,  but  the 
charges  made  under  the  National  Health  Service  are  an  aggravating  factor. 

Skilled  dental  treatment  is  available  locally.  It  is  doubtful,  however, 
if  the  practioners  could  cope  with  the  work  if  all  who  needed  it  sought  it. 

At  times  there  is  difficulty  in  getting  emergency  treatment. 

(g)  Mental  Health  Services. 


The  County  Health  Authority  runs  the  service.  The  local  officer  is 
efficient  and  helpful.  Treatment  constantly  improves.  Little  is  left  of  the 
public  prejudice  against  getting  treatment  at  hospitals  for  the  mentally  ill. 

In  spite  of  improvem.ents ,  too  many  antiquated  buildings  are  still  in  use, 
there  is  also  a  shortage  of  trained  hospital  staff. 

(h)  No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  for  the 
removal  of  persons  needing  care  and  attention  during  the  year  under  review. 

5.  Hospital  Services. 

This  district  is  in  the  Bath  Clinical  Area.  Bath  consultants  attend  at 
Paulton  Hospital  and  advice  is  usually  obtained  from  that  quarter.  The  exchange 
of  knowledge  between  local  doctors  and  these  hospital  consultants  is  of  great 
value,  from-  which  people  in  the  district  ultimately  benefit, 

Claverton  Down  Hospital  admits  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

A  considerable  number  of  patients  with  disease  of  the  lungs  have  received 
beneficial  treatment  at  Ninsley  Chest  Hospital. 

Urgent  cases  are  dealt  with  expeditiously  through  the  Bath  Emergency  Bed 
Bureau, 

Many  improvements  to  local  hospital  buildings  have  been  made,  but  no 
hospital  is  truly  modern.  Patients  cannot  be  nursed  under  open  air  conditions, 
and  structural  methods  preventing  cross  infection  are  absent.  It  is  not 
surprising  that  vigilance  is  required  to  restrain  bacteria  resistant  to 
antibiotics . 

Local  people  like  having  a  local  hospital.  They  feel  less  isolated  than 
in  larger  hospitals.  The  attention  of  the  local  nursing  staff  judging  by 
expression  of  thanks  in  letters  and  verbally,  is  deeply  appreciated. 

The  shortage  of  hospital  beds  for  the  chronic  elderly  sick  is  still  present. 
Relatives  in  some  cases  show  a  lack  of  responsibility  in  caring  for  the  aged. 

Beds  are  therefore  used  for  elderly  people  v^/ho  do  not  need  medical  attention, 
to  the  exclusion  of  those  who  do,  or  at  least  causing  their  admission  to  be 
unduly  delayed. 

In  som*e  specialities  the  waiting  time  for  out-patient  appointments,  and 
admission  to  hospital  is  still  too  long.  Whilst  this  is  so,  the  incentive 
remains  to  pay  private  fees  in  order  to  jump  the  queue. 
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6.  General  Health  Services. 


The  National  Health  Service  should  he  free  at  time  of  use.  The  division  of 
patients  into  paying  and  non-paying  classes  leads  to  abuse  and  is  disliked.  The 
medical  needs  of  the  patient  should  he  the  only  criterion  in  considering  his 
treatment.  The  supplying  of  drugs  under  the  National  Health  Service  for  private 
patients  is  opposed. 

It  is  considered  that  the  service  would  he  improved  ifs 

(1)  The  maximum  number  of  patients  on  a  doctors  list  were  further  reduced. 

(2)  General  practitioners  were  provided  with  ancillary  help. 

7.  Care  of  the  Blind. 


The  service  for  those  with  defective  vision  is  run  by  the  County  Health 
Authority. 

8.  Cancer. 

This  dise-ase  of  the  lungs  eontinues  to  increase.  The  public  should 
constantly  be  rcr.indod  of  the  dangers  of  smoking.  Owing  to  the  large  financial 
interests  involved,  the  responsible  authorities  appear  to  be  deliberately 
avading  their  responsibility.  For  instance  television  is  used  to  persuade 
people  to  smoke,  but  not  for  illustrating  the  consequences.  A  large  proportion 

of  the  public  choose  to  turn  a  blind  eye  to  the  risks,  but  in  so  doing  set  a  bad 
example  to  the  younger  people. 

A  branch  of  the  Cancer  Relief  Organisation  works  in  this  area. 

9,  Epileptics  and  Spastics. 

The  family  doctors  treat  these  cases.  The  County  Health  Authority  is 
interested  in  defective  children. 

10 .Senility. 

Voluntary  bodies  help  the  aged  in  the  district.  Car  runs  and  outings  are 
arranged.  Clubs  are  run  which  meet  once  a  week.  Alm.ost  without  exception 
those  who  live  alone  appreciate  the  work  of  those  who  visit  them, 

A  meals  on  wheels  service  is  in  operation  in  the  district  and  provides  a 
service  of.  considerable  value.  The  future  extent  of  the  service  cannot  be 

foie3^..on  but  a  limited  and  efficient  start  has  been  made. 

At  present  the  number  of  m.eals  served  is  limited  by  kitchen  facilities, 

A  debt  of  gratitude  is  owing  to  a  local  firm  whose  canteen  is  doing  everything 
possible  to  help.  Their  co-operation  has  in  fact  m^ade  the  service  possible. 

It  is  thought  that  the  meals  on  wheels  service  m.ight  well  now  be  run  as 
a  County  Welfare  Service  whilst  continuing  to  employ  voluntary  help.  Kitchens, 
such  as  available  for  school  meals  could  then  be  used  to  provide  an  expansion  of 
this  service. 

SECTION  C, 


1 .  Sanitary  Circumstances  for  the  District. 

Much  of  the  Departments  work  has  been  devoted  to  housing,  thus  greatly 
contributing  to  the  health  of  the  district.  Unfit  dwellings  have  been  cleared 
and  the  occupants  rehoused.  Old  properties  lacking  modern  amenities  have  been 
im.proved  and  modernised. 

As  good  housing  is  essential  for  human  health  and  happiness  the  abolition 
of  all  slums  and  substandard  houses  would  be  an  event  unsurpassed  in  the  field 
of  public  health. 
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With  rented  properties,  reliance  on  the  voluntary  action  of  Landlords  to 
provide  modern  amenities  and  "bring  their  premises  up  to  standard  has  not  heen 
succesful.  It  would  appear  that  compulsion  in  some  form  is  necessary. 

Housing  problems  arc  still  very  evident  and  the  best  use  must  he  made  of 
Council  housing  resources  at  all  times.  Surveys  during  the  year  showed  that 
some  Council  houses  were  only  partly  occupied.  For  general  need  Council  houses 
in  large  estates  are  no  longer  being  built  as  in  the  early  post  war  days.  It 
may  seem  callous  to  request  middle  aged  and  elderly  people  to  move  to  smaller 
prem.ises,  but  it  is  essential,  if  young  families  on  the  housing  waiting  list  are 
to  have  their  chance  of  a  decent  home. 

The  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  were  introduced  eight  years  ago  and  armed  with 
this  legislation  food  premises  have  been  substantially  improved.  Routine 
inspections  of  all  food  establishments  are  very  necessary  as  in  a  few  cases  calls 
from  the  Public  Health  Inspector  alone  imposes  a  proper  standard. 

New  shops  in  the  area  having  modern  equipment  and  materials  for  ensuring 
clean  food  shows  others  that  Food  Hygiene  is  good  business.  The  public  expect 
their  food  to  fee  handled  and  prepared  in  satisfactory  conditions  and  only 
patronise  those  shops  which  offer  such  facilities. 

2.  Public  Health  and  Housing  Department. 

Inspections  in  the  District. 


The  figures  as  given  cover  the  entire  work  carried  out  by  the  Department 
for  the  year  under  review  and  include  all  aspects  and  phases  of  the  many  varied 
duties  performed  by  a  combined  Public  Health  and  Housing  Department, 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  surveyed  (first  inspection)  ...  ...  .  492. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  re-inspected...  ...  ...  ...  .  2,208, 

Visits  and  inspections  other  than  dwelling  houses 

first  inspection. , ,  .  ...  ...  1,219. 

Visits  and  inspections  other  than  dwelling  houses 

second  inspection,.  . .  993» 


Total  num.ber  during  year.  . . . . . . .  ...  4»912, 

Members  of  the  public  and  occupiers  of  dwellings  made  a  total  of  154 
complaints  during  the  year,  this  figure  excludes  Council  house  tenants  and 


matters  relating  to  Council  housing. 

Details  and  Numbers  of  Inspections. 

Public  Health  Act. 

Houses  inspected  for  nuisances...  . l8l. 

Ponds,  ditches,  watercourses.  ...  ...  . . 4* 

Tents,  vans,  sheds,  caravans.  ...  ...  .  10. 

A n ima Is,  pxgs,  poultry...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o..  ...  ...  ...  12. 


JJlUo  U  U  XiTl  •••  •••  •••  to*  e«o  oo»  o«e  •ao  ooe  ooo  aao  e*o  oop 

Accumulations  of  refuse..  ...  . . . . . . .  22. 

Other  nuisances.. . . . .  . . . .  9* 

Yards ,  passages ,  car  parks ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5® 
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Infectious  Digcases. 

X  0  S  00*  »««  oe*  ooo  «»•  *00  ooo  « 

!F^00d  ^0XS03flX]X^  eee  »  »  «  •eo  •««  o*»  ae*  aoe  o 

Food  and  Dru^s  Ac to 

Restaurants . . . .  . . .  . 

Butchers  Shops . .  ...  . . 

Fish  Shops.. . ...  . . ...  . 

Fried  Fish  Shops . . . .  . 

Greengrocers . 

Grocers . . . 

Bakehouses . . . 

Milk  and  Dairy  Regulations . 

Slaughtering  and  Meat  Inspection . 

Ice-cream  Shops,  Premises  and  Vehicles...  . 

Cooked  meat  Shops . . . 

Other  food  Prealeea.*  . •«.  • 

Unsound  Food.  . . ...  . 

Market,  Fairs,  Stalls  and  Hawkers  .  . 

Sampling. 

Water  Samples  . . . . .  . 

Swimming  Bath  ...  ...  . . . 

Housing  Acts. 

Inspections  for  Repairs  and  Overcrovyding.  . 

Inspections  for  Slum  Clearance . 

Factory  Acts. 

Inspections  and  Enquiries  (Mech.  power).,  , 
Inspections  and  Enquiries  (non-Mech.  power) 
Outworkers  premises  and  "building  sites...  . 
Smoko  Abatement. 

Observations  and  Visits..  . . 


00  ooo  ooo  000 


00  ooo  *00  ooo 
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34* 
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32. 


86. 


10. 


15. 

23. 

132. 

29. 


12. 

385. 

33. 

20. 

2S. 

38. 

58. 


150. 

9. 

56. 

208. 


46 . 


4. 


6. 


10. 


Shops  Acts. 

Inspections  and  Enquiries 
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Miscellaneous . 


Sch  OOlS  »  4  9  4  0  9  0  0  9  0  0  0  4  0  0  0  4  4  0  O  O  0  4  9  0  0  4  0  4  0  0  0  4  0  O  O  0  4  0  O  0  0  *©0  4* 

^omps  and  Canavans ©  ©o©  •©©  ©©©  ©•©  o©©  ©©©  ©©©  ©©©  •©©  ©©#  ©©•  •©•  ©o©  8© 

Rodent  Control  &  Insect  Infestation  .,©  ©.©  ,©©  ©©,  ©©,  ©©.  .,©  89. 

Ra t X n^  R s t atD  1  x s tinen t s©  ©©©  ©«©  ©©©  ©»•  »©o  ©o©  ©©©  ©©©  ©©©  ©©©  ©©©  ©©©  12© 

Searches  (Land  Registry) ©©©  ©©©  •©©  ©»©  ©©©  .©©  •©©  ©©©  •©©  ©©©  »©©  •«©  30© 

Improvement  Grants  and  Improvement  Areas©©©  =.©  ©©©  ©©©  ..©  ...  ...  ,©©  340 • 

Ret  An xmc< Is  ©©©  ©©©  ©©©  ©.©  ©©©  ©©©  ©©©  ©©©  ©©•  ©©©  ©©©  ©»©  ©©©  ©o©  ©©©  12© 

Council  Housing© 

Maintenance  Inspections  ,.©  ©©,  . . .  ©..  ©,©  .©©  ©.©  ©©©  ©..  ©.©1,248© 

Housing  Applicants . . . . .  . . .  ©©.  ,©©  .©.  ,©©  127© 

Housxng  Hn^uxrxes »©  ©.©  ©©©  •••  ••©  ©©©  ©.©  •©©  ©«©  ©.©  ©©©  ©©©  ©•©  ©©©  I87 © 

C 0 nd X t X o n s  0 f  I e n a n c y ©©  ©©©  ©o©  ©©©  ©.©  «©©  ©.©  ©©©  ©©©  ©©©  ©.©  ©©©  ©©«  173© 

Modernisation  and  Improvement  ?/orks  ©©©  ,©.  ©.©  ©.©  ©.©  ©..  ©.©  ©©©  ©©©  988© 

3©  Water© 


Source  of  suppplys 

(1)  The  hottlo  head  springs  at  Downheadj 

(2)  Rownhead  and  Gurney  Slade  Springs | 

(3)  Chilcompton  Springs 5 

(4)  Chew  Valley  Reservoir© 

Mains  -  Quality. 

This  has  in  general  "been  satisfactory.  At  one  time  it  was  found  that  a 
chlorine  injector  pump  was  not  functioning,  this  gave  rise  to  water  samples 
heing  unsatisfactory©  The  fault  was  immediately  rectified©  The  Chilcompton 
supply  is  a  source  of  some  anxiety  as  it  could  most  easily  be  contaminated© 

No  water  has  any  plumbosolvent  action© 

Quantity. 

This  is  considered  adequate©  Extensions  have  been  made  to  new  housing 
estates  © 

Results  of  Water  Samples© 


Chemical  Analysis 

Untreated  Water 

B^.cteriological  Examinations 
Treated  Water. 

Sat© 

Unsat© 

Sat  © 

Unsat. 

3. 

0© 

62© 

13. 

-10- 


In  this  district  it  is  not  known  how  innny  houses  are  supplied  from  the 
water  mains  (l)  direct  to  the  house  and  (2)  by  standpipes. 

The  number  of  houses  relying  on  well  water  was  g  8. 

The  number  of  houses  relying  on  springs  was  s  9» 

The  need  for  providing  a  sufficient  and  wholesome  water  supply  to  these 
remaining  dwellings  is  one  demanding  priority. 

Of  the  sam.ples  of  water  taken  from  wells  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  the  following  results  were  obtained; 


Satisfactory 

e 

0 

14. 

Unsatisfactory 

0 

0 

49. 

4,  Swimming  Baths, 

There  are  two  swimming  baths  in  the  area: 

(1)  Public  bath  at  Welton, 

(2)  Private  bath  at  Midsom.er  Norton  Grammar  School. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  IO3  people  use  the  public  baths  daily.  The 
number  using  the  school  baths  is  not  knov/n. 

The  water  for  Welton  baths  is  supplied  from  the  mains  and  subject  to  the 
automatic  filtration  and  chlorination.  The  Grammar  School  baths  have  now 
installed  a  sm.all  chlorination  plant. 

Seven  samples  of  v/ater  from  the  baths  were  taken  and  results  of  the  tests 
were  all  satisfactory, 

5,  Sanitation, 

The  district  is  served  by  two  sewage  works.  '  Almost  without  exception  the 
whole  district  has  main  drainage. 

At  the  Radstock  Works  general  improvom.ents  wore  made  and  two  new  sludge 
drying  beds  were  constructed. 

It  is  proposed  in  the  near  future  to  enlarge  and  improve  both  the  works 
at  Midsomer  Norton  and  Radstock, 

6,  Camping  Sites. 


There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  area.  IVyo  licensed  caravans  are  used 
as  permanent  homes,  and  it  is  estim.ated  that  four  people  occupy  these. 

7.  Public  Cleansing, 

Refuse  collection  is  made  on  a  weekly  basis  throughout  the  entire  district. 
T-^o  vehicles  and  direct  labour  is  used. 

Trade  refuse  is  collected  by  request  and  the  actual  cost  is  charged.  One 
controlled  and  one  uncontrolled  tip  is  used.  Incineration  of  the  refuse  would 
be  preferred  as  being  the  most  hygienic  method  of  disposal.  The  nuisance  caused 
by  the  present  methods  of  disposal  would  thus  be  avoided. 

8.  Rodent  Control, 


One  Rodent  Operator  is  employed.  He  is  a  trained  man  using  fully  modern 
methods,  with  mobile  transport  to  cover  the  district. 
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9*  Sev/er  Treatments » 


Sowers  were  treated  throughout  the  district  during  the  year  and  no  instance 
was  found  of  rats  being  present  in  the  sewers.  This  is  an  excellant  situation 
and  does  show  that  the  sewers  in  the  urban  area  are  free  of  rat  infestation, 

10. Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959, 

Local  Authorities  or  "District  Councils"  as  the  Act  defines  them,  are 
responsible  for  administering  the  provisions  relating  to§ 

(1)  Sanitary  conveniences  in  all  types  of  factories, 

(2)  Cleanliness,  overcrowding,  tem.perature  and  ventilation  in  non¬ 
mechanical  power  factories. 

(3)  Homework  (Outworkers)  -  Condition  of  premises  in  relation  to  health 
of  outworkers , 

A  summary  of  the  information  required  by  the  Ministry  is  tabulated  below s 

Part  1  of  the  Act, 


(1)  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) , 


Premises , 

Num-ber 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3 5  4  -nd  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities, 

4 

4 

Nil. 

Nil, 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority, 

59 

46 

5 

Nil. 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers  premises). 

6 

8 

1 

Nil. 

TOTAL  , , . . 

69 

58 

6 

Nil, 

V 
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(2)  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Numbers  of  case 

s  in  which  defects 

Num.be r  of 
cases  in  which 

Promises . 

were 

found . 

Referred . 

prosecutions 

Pound 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M, 

were  instituted 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l). 

2. 

3. 

Nil, 

Nil, 

Nil. 

Overcrowding  (S.2). 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3). 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4). 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6). 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7). 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective. 

7. 

7. 

— 

3 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  .... 

9. 

10, 

Nil. 

3« 

Nil. 

Part  Vlll  of  the  Act  -  Outwork. 

Sections  110  and  111. 


Nature  of  work;  s  Glove  Making. 

Number  of  outv;orkers  in  August  list  required  by  Section  110  (l)  (c) 
Number  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  the  Council  (Sec.llO) 
Number  of  prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply  lists  (Sec,  llO) 

Number  of  inst'^nces  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises  (Sec.  Ill) 
Notices  served  (Section  111) 

Prosecutions  (Section  111) 


s  132. 
s  Nil. 
s  Nil. 
!  Nil. 
g  Nil. 
g  Nil. 


SECTION  D, 


1.  Housing. 

On  the  31st  December  1962  there  were  4j313  permanent  dwellings  in  the  district 
of  which  1,096  are  owned  by  the  local  authority  and  3 5 217  privately. 


The  number  of  houses  gained  by  building  and  conversions  during  the  year 

Si  Q  00*  *00  oeo  oo*  •do  oeo  000  •e*  ooe  #00  eoo  ••• 


98. 


The  number  of  houses  closed  or  demolished  during  the  year  was..  ...  ...  41 « 


The  total  number  of  houses  gained  was  therefore  ... 


oe  oee 


The  number  of  old  peoples  dwellings  being  built  with  County  Council 
aid  is . 


*0#  to*  oe«  AO*  9«o  o«o  o 


p  9  o  9  0  9  00#  og#  o«g  0  9  0  0 


57. 

23. 
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The  nurnher  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  was  .o. 

Under  Housing  Act,  I96I  substitution  of  closing  order  for  demolition 


c  •oe  ««e  o«e 


order,  number  of  times  action  was  taken  was.. 

Under  Housing  Act,  I96I  reconstructing  of  condemned  houses,  number  of 


16. 

35. 


times  action  was  taken  was, 


eee  oao  o«e  •«»  909  eo#  ooe  099  009  o*# 


The  num.ber  of  temporary  prefabricated  houses  occupied  was  ...  ...  ...  52. 

Houses  required  to  replace  those  scheduled  for  demolition  . . .  36. 

The  number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the 

ye  a  r  w  as.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  222. 

These  were  sub-divided  under  the  following  headings g 

^a^  Urgent  bona  fide  cases ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o..  ...  ...  ...  IT • 

(b)  Applications  for  old  peoples  dwellings 99  .99  .09  . . 53* 


^  O  ^  0  the  rSoo  oeo  too  ^  «  c  eo#  o#9 


990  090  doo  009  99 


9  099  099  990  999  15^' 


Houses  erected 
during  year. 

Houses  in  course 
of  erection. 

Gained  from 
conversion  of 
large  houses  or 
buildings  into 
Plats  or  dwellings 

Lost  from 
conversion 
of  two  or 
more  houses 
to  one 

For  slum 
clearance 

For  other 
purposes. 

For  slum 
clearance 

For  other 
purposes . 

Local 

Authority 

48. 

- 

24. 

23. 

- 

- 

Private 
Enterpri s© 

- 

50. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of  Post  War  Houses  Erected  from 

1st  April  1945  "fco  31st  December  1962 

Housing  Programme  for  I963. 

By  Local  Authority 

By  Private  Enterprise 

For  Slum 
Clearance 

For  Other 
Purposes . 

647. 

-  499. 

56 . 

- 

2.  Irnprovenent  Grants » 

(a)  Discretionary  Grants. 

It  is  intended  to  introduce  these  for  the  first  tim.e  on  the  1st  April  19^3 • 

(b)  Standard  Grants. 


The  number  of  applications  both  received  and  approved  is  52.  The  number 
of  houses  whore  standard  amenities  have  been  provided  is  37.  The  number  of 
applications  approved  for  owner  occupiers  during  the  year  was  17. 

The  Ministry  continues  to  stress  the  need  to  provide  improvements  to 
complete  terraces  or  streets  at  a  time.  This  is  not  being  done  by  the  local 
coal  industry.  Consequently  in  a  few  years  time  there  v/ill  be  some  good  houses 
in  a  rank  whilst  others  arc  so  dilapidated  as  to  require  demolition. 
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SECTION  E. 


Food, 

Preaises  Where  Food  is  Prepared. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Pood  and  Prugs  Act, 
1955  is  71. 

(a)  Ice  cream. 

No  ice  cream,  in  manufactured  in  this  district. 

The  number  of  prem.ises  where  ice  cream,  is  retailed  is  . .  48* 

Some  itinerant  vendors  sell  ice  cream  late  in  the  day  only.  It  is  therefore, 
not  easy  to  get  samples  from  them  for  examination. 

(b)  Milk. 

(i)  The  number  of  Registered  Distributors  is . .  ...  . . .  5» 

(ii)  The  number  of  Registered  Dairy  premises 

pother  than  daxry  farms^  rs .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2. 

So  little  responsibility  is  left  with  local  authorities  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairy  Regulations  that  control  by  a  single  body  would  be  more  efficient. 

(o)  Food  Hygiene. 


Continual  supervision  of  food  premises  have  now  brought  the  majority  up  to  a 
reasonable  standard,  but  routine  inspections  are  still  very  necessary  in  order  to 
m.aintain  it.  It  was  necessary  to  report  several  contraventions  of  the  regulations 
to  the  Council  where  persuasion  and  informal  m.ethods  had  failed.  On  receipt, 
however,  of  a  final  warning  letter  of  im.pending  prosecution  the  offending  prem.ises 
were  brought  up  to  the  necessary  standard, 

(d)  Foodstuffs  Condemjiod. 


The  amounts  of  various  foods  which  were  condemined  and  voluntarily  surrendered 
for  the  year  are  given  below? 

195  tins  and  jars  of  fish,  fruit,  vegetables,  milk  and  cooked  meat  ...  ...  247  lb 
Fish,  meat  and  sausages ...  ...  ..«  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19^  lb 

'  Total .  443  lb 

(e)  Slaughterhouses  and  Bacon  Factories. 

(i)  Private  slaughterhouses  ;  There  are  2  licensed  and  in  use. 

(ii)  There  are  no  bacon  factories. 

(iii) No  slaughterhouses  are  leased  or  owned  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(iv)  There  are  no  slaughterhouses  for  horses. 

100^  meat  inspection  is  carried  out. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  during  year? 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

293. 

- 

3. 

505. 

116. 

Number  inspected 

293. 

- 

3. 

505. 

116. 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticercio 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

18. 

2. 

4. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci. 

6“  14/0 

- 

- 

•39/= 

3-44/ 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condem.ned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  num.ber 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis . 

- 

- 

- 

Cysticercosis . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

C.,rcases  submitted  to  treatm-ent 
by  refrigeration 

•i. 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Weight  of  moat  condemned 
(in  lbs.)  for? 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

(b)  Cysticercosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Other 

0 

0 

CO 

1 — 1 

- 

- 

8. 

21. 

Total  (in  lbs)  condemned 

180, 

- 

- 

8, 

21. 

r.r  .  . 
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(f )  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food., 

The  County  Laboratories  carry  out  any  examination  of  food  and  assist  with 
the  identification  of  disease  in  meat  inspectiono 

(g)  Clean  Air  Act, 

Routine  observations  were  taken  throughout  the  area„  Ro  formal  action 
was  taken. 

SECTION  P. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis)  were 
notified  during  the  year? 


Scarlet  Fever 

?  6 . 

Measles 

• 

. 

1 — 1 

00 

Dysentry 

3  3  * 

Erysipelas 

3  lo 

Vaccination. 

No  vaccinations  have  been  carried  cut  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under 
the  Public  Health  Smallpox  Prevention  Regulations  1907* 

Small  outbreaks  of  the  disease  in  England  during  the  year  showed  the  laxity 
that  has  been  allowed  to  develope  in  the  publics  attitude  to  vaccination.  The 
stampede  to  be  vaccinated  that  occurred  was  largely  unneceessary  and  should  not 
have  been  required. 

Vaccination  of  the  young  should  be  compulsory,  unless  exemption  is  claimed 
for  serious  reasons. 

The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated  in  the  year  ended  31st 
December  1962  isg 


Age  Groups 

Under 

I  year 

I  year 

2-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

15  years 
and  over 

Total 

Primary 

Vaccination 

185 

65 

227 

830 

993 

2,300 

Re-vaccination 

I 

- 

4 

135 

556 

696 

In  a  norm;al  year  about  60  to  70  vaccinations  only  are  done  in  this  district. 
The  fact  that  83O  primary  vaccinations  were  done  between  the  ages  of  5  ^nd  I4 
years  and  993  in  persons  over  15  reveals  how  unsatisfactory  is  the  vaccination 
state  of  the  community. 

Diphtheria . 


No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
Imm.unization. 


The  following  arc  the  number  of  children  at  the  31st  December  I962  who  had 
completed  a  course  of  Primary  Imm.unization  during  the  years 
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Children  born  in  the  years? 

Total 

1962 

1961 

i960 

1959 

1958 

1953-57 

1948-52 

32 

137 

30 

4 

4 

13 

0 

220 

The  following  numbers  received  Reinforcing  Injections » 


Children  born  in  the  years? 

Total 

1961 

i960 

1959 

1958 

1953-57 

1948-52 

3 

16 

14 

3 

204 

51 

291 

As  the  triple  vaccine  containing  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  antigens  is 
now  used,  almost  identical  figures  are  obtained  for  the  number  of  children 
immunized  against  whooping  cough  and  tetanus o 

?oliom.yelities  Vaccination. 


The  following  are  the  numbers  of  people  receiving  either  two  injections  of 
Balk  vaccine,  or  three  doses  of  sabin  oral  vaccine  during  19^2  in  age  groups s 


Born 

Born 

Born 

Under  40  years  of  age 

1962 

1943-61 

1933-42 

and  Priority  Groups 

Salk 

Sabin 

Salk 

Sabin 

Salk 

Sabin 

Salk 

Sabin 

1 

22 

98 

84 

11 

12 

25 

31 

Oral  vaccination  is  replacing  vaccination  by  injection  it  is  stated  to  give 
a  superior  immum.ity  as  well  as  being  very  much  pleasanter  to  administer « 

Reinforcing  Innoculations . 


During  19^2  the  following  num.ber  of  reinforcing  innoculations  were  givens 


(a)  Persons  (all  gmups)  who  received  a  3rd  reinforcing  injection  o..  404 • 

(b)  Children  over  5  years  old  but  under  12  who  received  a  fourth 

remforc  mg  injection  mo*  *  *  *  *  o  *  *  *  *  o  o  o  *  *  *  o  *  •>  *  o  *  *  *  *  »«•  #«•  o  *  *  4^® 

(c)  Number  of  persons  (all  groups)  who  received  a  reinforcing  dose  of 

oral  vaccine  following  two  salk  injections..,.  ...  . . .  I56. 


(d)  Number  of  children  of  5  years  but  under  12  years  who  received  a 
dose  of  oral  vacoine  after  throe  salk  injections.  ...  ...  ...  ... 


76. 


It  would  appear  these  last  years  that  measles  is  the  outstanding  serious 
infectious  disease  of  childhood.  There  is  a  possibility  that  soon  a  measles 
vaccine  will  be  available.  An  experim.ental  vaccine  has,  indeed,  immunised 
volunteers,  but  at  the  expense  of  giving  them  measles. 
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/ 

Tuberculosis « 


Total  Cases  Notified,  Total  Deaths, 

Respiratory 

3.  0, 

Hon-respiratory 

0  0  1 , 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  colleagues  for  their  large  contribution  towards 
this  reporto 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  Ao  Ho  Bulleid,  MoRoCoSo jLoRoCoPo 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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